Doctrinal and Philosophical Summary

Of

Faith Baptist Church of Sandwich, IL

Note: for our complete doctrinal statement, see the Doctrinal Statement.  For a complete copy of our church Constitution and by-laws, contact us.

We hold the following main doctrinal and philosophy of ministry positions:

We believe the Lord Jesus Christ, in accordance with His plan for this day and age, has caused this church to be birthed in August of 1998, incorporated in October of 1998, and chartered in July of 1999 as a local, autonomous member of the body of Christ.  He very evidently has sustained and nourished it every day of its existence.  We believe therefore that our only purpose is to carry out His will by functioning as an independent, fundamental, soul-winning Baptist church.  We purpose to preach clearly and correctly the Word of God, observe the ordinances of Baptism by immersion and the Lord’s Supper, seek the spiritual improvement of our members, and reach out with the good news of God’s free salvation by faith in Christ alone to both our local community and to the whole world by partnership with other ministries of like precious faith.  We purposely are not a political or a social organization, though we hope to have an impact on our civil society as people’s hearts are turned toward God and righteousness.

We hold the Bible to be our sole rule of faith and practice, and consequently find that the closest model of New Testament Christianity is the independent Baptist position.  We cherish our Baptist roots as “evangelistic separatists” that precede the Reformation and can be traced clear back to apostolic times.  We, like our Baptist and separatist forebears who suffered persecution and loss of life and liberty for their love of God’s Word, refuse to compromise the Word of God for political or social expediency and refuse to align with others who do.

While we are not ashamed to be called Baptists, we do draw a distinction between ourselves and some of the other 55 of the Baptist “cousins” of which we are aware.  While they may all hold to the basic Baptist distinctives, they may not hold all of them as closely as we do, and may at times add other flavors.  We hold, for instance, that the autonomous nature of assemblies in the New Testament precludes us from being part of any convention that controls us.  We also hold that the Reformation-type theologies of Calvin and Arminius are both out of balance with Scripture and have proven fatal to the Hard Shell Baptists and others like them.  

We believe in both the inspiration and preservation of every one of the very words of the Bible in the Masoretic Text of the Old Testament and the Received Text of the New Testament.  We hold that just as the canon of Scripture was determined by acceptance or rejection of individual books of the Bible by multiple congregations over long time periods and wide geographical dispersions, even so the texts should be approved by the same acceptance or rejection process.  We disapprove of the “cutting and pasting” of manuscripts so prevalent today.  We believe the controversy of our day is more of a text issue than a translation issue.

We are not “King James Only” advocates, but we use the King James because we hold it to be the best available translation of the Received Text.  We reject the New King James (based on the Stuttgart Text and a modified Received Text), the New American Standard Version (based on the Critical Text), and the New International Version (also based on the Critical Text, and a poor translation at that).  All of these water down key doctrines of Scripture.

We believe in the Trinity, three co-equal persons of the Godhead: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  Any attempt to remove one of them from the Godhead, to magnify one above another, or to identify any of them with names not used in Scripture amounts to heresy and is a telltale sign of apostasy and a cult.

We believe in salvation by faith alone in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary’s cross on our behalf.  Salvation is not limited in its availability to any certain groups.  Once received by repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ it becomes an irrevocable gift and cannot be lost or abandoned.  We believe its genuineness is known absolutely to God and usually to others by the display of “family characteristics” of God’s family borne of the work of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

We believe in the personal, bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave and His bodily ascension into heaven.

We believe in the imminent pre-tribulational, visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ in the air for His saints, and the pre-millennial return of Jesus Christ to the earth with His saints to establish His kingdom.

We believe in the necessity of maintaining personal separation from the world, the flesh, and the influence of the devil.  While we do not dictate the personal habits of our members and friends, we do teach the Biblical positions on worldly entertainments and involvements and encourage our people to consider them carefully.  We hold, for example, that it is sinful and displeasing to God to have His children participate in worldly music (including Contemporary Christian Music and “Christian” Rock), dancing, alcohol consumption as a beverage and the places that emphasize it, etc.  We do not use compromised music in our services, and do not encourage a casual atmosphere in dress or deportment since we desire to give a holy God our best in worship.

We believe in ecclesiastical separation for the church, which means we desire to keep our eyes on Him only and not seek the approval of other church bodies.  We therefore will not join in ecumenical service for Christ with other churches that do not hold like precious faith, believing that to be an improper assumption of the work of the Holy Spirit.   We are called only to do what He asks us to do; He doesn’t need our “help” to organize.

We stand firmly against the inroads of Reformed theology, charismatic and Spirit-emphasized “experience-driven” religion, Keswickian influence, “seeker-sensitive” and marketing-driven church growth models, and anything that tags along after the world to try to seek its acceptance.  

